On preparing,

Aryeh Cohen
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10and the Lord said to Moses, “Go to the people and warn them to stay pure today and
tomorrow. Let them wash their clothes. 11Let them be ready for the third day; for on the third
day the Lord will come down, in the sight of all the people, on Mount Sinai.
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And Be Ready against the Third Day. This was the sixth day of the week on which day the Torah
was given. And what did Moses do on the fifth day? He got up early in the morning and built an
altar at the foot of the mountain, as it is said: “And rose up early in the morning, and builded an
altar under the mount” (Ex. 24.4). He put up twelve pillars corresponding to the twelve tribes of
Israel— these are the words of R. Judah, but the other sages say twelve pillars for each tribe.
Having built the altar he offered up on it a burnt-offering and a peace-offering. Of the blood of
the burnt-offering he took one portion for God and one portion for the congregation— in two
separate cups. And of the blood of the peace-offering he also took— in two cups— one portion
for God and one portion for the people, as it is said: “And Moses took half of the blood,” etc.
(ibid. 24.6), that is, the portion of God. “And half of the blood he dashed against the
altar” (ibid.), that is, the people’s portion. 1 “And he took the book of the covenant and read in
the hearing of the people” (ibid., v. 7). But we have not heard whence he read to them. 2 R. Jose
the son of R. Judah says: From the beginning of Genesis up to here. Rabbi says: He read to them
the laws commanded to Adam, the commandments given to the Israelites in Egypt and at Marah,
and all other commandments which they had already been given.
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The Great Rabbi Hoshaya opened with the following: "I was faithful (amun) to Him and I was a
plaything to Him every day..." (Proverbs 8:30).
Another interpretation: faithful meaning artisan (oman). The Torah says: 'l was the artisan's tool
of the Holy One, blessed be He'. Similarly, as concerns a king of flesh and blood who builds a
castle. He does not build it from his own knowledge, rather from the knowledge of an architect,
and the architect does not build it from his own knowledge, rather he has plans and descriptions
so that he knows how he will make rooms or marbled halls. Thus did the Holy One, blessed be
He, consult the Torah and create the world. And the Torah said "In the beginning God created"

and there is no beginning (reishit) except for Torah, as it is written: "God made me the beginning
of His way" (Proverbs 8:22).
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Said Rav in the name of Rav: “At the time that Moshe went up to Heaven, he found that the Holy
Blessed One was sitting and tying crowns to the letters [of Torah]. Moshe said to God:
‘Sovereign of the universe, who is delaying you?’ God answered: ‘There is a person who will
live in several generations and his name is Akiva ben Yosef. He is destined to draw out of each
jot and tittle many mounds of halakhah.”
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Thoughts of [committing] sin are worse than sinning.
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The ancient righteous ones (hassidim rishonim) would tarry for one hour and then pray, in order
that they might orient their hearts to their Father in Heaven.
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“On condition that I am righteous,” even if he is completely evil—she is betrothed, perhaps he
thought of doing tshuvah.

“On condition that I am evil,” even if he is completely righteous—she is betrothed, perhaps he
thought of an idolatrous matter.
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For it has been taught: ‘All are judged on New Year and their doom is sealed on the Day of
Atonement. So R. Meir. R. Judah says: All are judged on New Year and the separate dooms are
sealed each in its time — on Passover in respect of produce, on Pentecost in respect of fruit, on
Tabernacles judgment is passed in respect of rain, and man is judged on New Year and his doom
is sealed on the Day of Atonement. R. Jose says: Man is judged every day, as it says, And thou
dost visit him every morning. R. Nathan says: Man is judged every moment, as it says, Thou dost

try him every moment’.
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